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A STRANGE fact of Sun?s development into
the eventual human force which would
break down the tyranny of the Manchus is that he
began his work as a child from the genius of his
own mind and leadership, with nothing else to
help him.

If we study the lives of other great political
reformers, we shall find that they have always
had some family, or clan, or tribal motive at the
base of their hatred of the oppressor, but we
have seen how Sun's family stood against him in
his efforts at reform. I think that, along this line,
the following episode will prove perhaps as in-
teresting to the reader as it did to me.

There had been a collateral uncle in the Sun
family to whom Sun's mother had been much
endeared. He was a prominent member of the
family circle, and through his ambitious persis-
tence he got his family to support him in seeking
a political office. It took a long time to get the
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